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Children reenact the lives of others through dramatic
' ) play. They hear and tell stories about family and friends,
; and connect what is read to their own knowledge and
experience. In the dramatic-play area you’ll find chefs,
‘ firefighters, mothers, and fathers. These characters
provide opportunities for children to write their own
biographies and autobiographies.

ERQELE S VL ACES Biographies provide a window into other people’s lives.

failure. In reading and writing workshops, you can .
introduce children to the genre of biography. Here are
some suggestions:

¢ Read biographies throughout the year. Select those
that focus primarily on human rather than historical
MINI-BOOK issues. Provide books that represent many cultures.
Select a person at school for children to interview and
write a biography of. They can prepare and ask
questions about the lives of school personnel.
Create time lines to help children look at their own
remarkable lives and write an autobiography.
Encourage children to write about events in their
SCIENCE lives. Ask them to find out their length at birth, and
cut strips of paper that length. Have children write or
draw things they could do as a baby on the strips.
Then cut strips equal to children’s height now and
have them write about things they do at this age.
Talk about the differences.

| They are rich with love, understanding, success, and

Young children lack the perspective to understand
historical events, but through reading and writing
biographies, they will obtain information and an
emotional understanding of the experience of others.

RECOMMENDED SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

* Arthur Meets the President by T. Brown eLion Dancer: Erie Wan’s Chinese New
(Little, Brown). Children will enjoy Year by Kate Waters and Madeline
following Arthur and his class on their trip  Solvenz-Low (Scholastic). Six-year-old
to the White House. Ernie will perform his first Lion Dance
*George Washington Carver, Plant Doctor ~ for the New Year celebration.

by Miena Benitez (Raintree). Inspire eShake It to the One That You Love the
children to become the best they can be! Best (Scholastic). Introduce children to
Perfect for reading aloud. the world of African, American, Creole,
*A House Is a House for Me by Mary Ann  and Caribbean beats and rhythms.
Hoberman (Scholastic). A rhyme about (audiocassette)

houses and those who inhabit them.




